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CLASSICAL THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS MEDIEVAL COMEDY FOR THE
HOLIDAY SEASON
Second CTC Reading at Brazos Bookstore offers something fun for the whole family

Houston, TX — The Classical Theatre Company (CTC) continues its unique reading series with a staged reading
of The Second Shepherd’s Play from the Wakefield Cycle. Directed by CTC’s Associate Artistic Director Julia Traber, the
performance will be presented on Monday, December 15 at 7:30pm at the Brazos Bookstore. A wine reception and
holiday shopping open house will precede the reading at 6:30pm. The event is free and open to the public.

A medieval mystery play, The Second Shepherd’s Play is a combination of two stories: the first is a secular tale
involving a sheep thief, Mak, who steals from three shepherds; the second follows the same shepherds through the well-
known nativity story. “The first [half of] the play is a light comedic piece,” comments Traber. “Itis a boisterous take on
real life gripes — work, marriage, the weather.” We see the shepherds as ordinary men with ordinary, albeit humorous,
concerns. When they discover the theft of their lamb, they hurty off to punish Mak but are suddenly interrupted by the
appearance of an angel announcing the birth of Christ. This turning point marks the beginning of the nativity story, and
leads the shepherds on the journey to find Mary and the Christ child.

This is the second collaboration between CTC and Brazos. CTC previously presented a reading of Love's Last
Shift last Valentine’s Day. Nationally renowned for its author events and locally cherished for its careful, intelligent book
selection, Brazos now offers online ordering, as well as a new Brazos Kids' Room for all ages. Located near Rice
University, the store maintains an extensive inventory of literary fiction, non-fiction, biography, history, poetry, literary
criticism, philosophy, travel, and one of the finest selections of architecture and art books in the region.

The Classical Theatre Company is dedicated to being the preeminent producer of classical theatre in the nation,
presenting the classical canon on the stage, in the community, and in the classroom in an engaging, visceral, and visually
spectacular way. CTC is the only theatre in the Houston area that offers a reading series, a unique opportunity to
present lesser-known works in a non-theatrical setting. Founded by Houston actor and artistic director John Johnston,
the CTC “looks to indelibly change the Houston arts community, and strives to be a cultural force in the region for years
to come.” The theatre’s business plan includes a new theatre facility in the downtown Houston area, a resident acting
company, and extensive education and community outreach programs.

For more information on the upcoming event, or to arrange interviews with director Julia Traber and actors

patticipating in the reading of The Second Shepherd’s Play, please email evad@classicaltheatre.org.
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The Second Shepherd’s Play from the Wakefield Cycle

Have you ever wondered what those shepherds were doing on the night the angels heralded the birth
of Chtist? The Second Shepherd's Play, a medieval play for the Yuletide Season, tells the story of Mak, a
sheep thief who hatches a plan to steal from our beloved shepherds while they sleep. Though fooled
at first, the shepherds soon discover Mak's deception and hurry off to punish the thief. Just as they
are about to take matters into their own hands, an angel appears with a holy message. Will the
shepherds hearken to the angel's message? Or is this Mak's last night on earth?

Julia Traber (CTC Associate Artistic Director)

Monday, December 15, 2008

7:30pm (Wine reception and holiday shopping open house begins at 6:30pm)

The event is free and open to the public (§5 Suggested Donation)

Brazos Bookstore
2421 Bissonnet
Houston, TX 77005
Tel: 713-523-0701
Fax: 713-523-1829
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